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President’s Message
By Ray Bosmans

Finally, spring is in full swing and the animals
—especially the reptiles and amphibians—are finished
with their hibernation and are out and about enjoying
another new year.
Hibernation can be tough, and sometimes turtles such as
box turtles are a little dehydrated afterwards and might
even have some upper respiratory problems associated
with dehydration. To help them, provide the turtles with
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Carefully check all your turtles in the spring after their long
winter nap.
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fresh clean water to drink and soak in. Closely monitor
any symptoms of an illness, such as upper respiratory
problems. This usually clears up nicely once the turtle
gets warmed by the sun and has re-hydrated. If symptoms
linger, take the turtle to your vet for a checkup before it’s
too late.
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Welcome New Members
It was very good to meet so many new members at the
last meeting in March. Welcome! I hope that you will
make new friends who enjoy a similar interest in turtles

19 New and Renewal Membership Application

and that you enjoy learning more about the conservation
of wild turtles and the captive care of your pets. We will
have many opportunities this year for MATTS members
to help both turtles and people through participating in
conservation project activities, manning displays at public
events, and writing articles for this newsletter.
continued on page 12
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Mission Statement

Board of Directors

The Mid-Atlantic Turtle & Tortoise Society, Inc. is a
non-profit 501(c)(3) organization dedicated to promoting the responsible herpetoculture of turtles and
tortoises, promoting and supporting the study of
chelonian natural history, and conserving midAtlantic chelonian species and habitat.

Our Board of Directors is composed of members
who represent the mid-Atlantic region and who are
involved in various aspects of herpetology and herpetoculture.

Publication Information
Terrapin Tales, the official newsletter of the MidAtlantic Turtle & Tortoise Society, Inc., is published
three times each year prior to the regular meetings.
Articles may be sent to the Editor via regular or
electronic mail to:
MATTS Newsletter Editor
P.O. Box 22321
Baltimore, MD 21203-4321
Email: tes2do@yahoo.com
Please note that the Editor reserves the right to edit
submissions for length, clarity and appropriateness.
See the Editor’s Note on page 17.

Membership
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P.O. Box 22321
Baltimore, MD 21203-4321
Email: membership@matts-turtles.org
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Annapolis, Maryland
Jim Kohler – Treasurer
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Maryland
Gregg Pokrywka, M.D. – Director-at-Large
Co-founder and Past President
Owings Mills, Maryland
Email: gpokmd@coimcast.net

www.matts-turtles.org
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/matts_members

Acknowledgements
Many thanks to the following MATTS members and
friends who contributed to this issue of Terrapin Tales:
Sherri Alapick, Colin Barnett, Ray Bosmans,
Billy Heinbuch, Victoria Mary Hollifield DVM,
Meredith Keen, David S. Lee, Scott McDaniel,
Kimberlee Mulliken, Dale Patterson, Katrina
Smith, and Diana Spendelow.

2

Editor – Lisa Alapick
Art Director – JoEllen Friedenberg

JUNE 2008

Terrapin tales

Upcoming

Meeting

Welcome to the June 2008 meeting of MATTS
Date: Saturday, June 7, 2008

Time: 6:00 – 8:30 p.m.

• 6:00 – 7:00 p.m. SOCIAL GATHERING – Enjoy delicious food while chatting with fellow
chelonian lovers, view the live turtles on display (pets and animals ready for adoption), and
browse our educational display and sales table of chelonian-related gifts.
• 7:00 – 7:20 p.m. FROM THE PODIUM
• Announcements by the Board
• MATTS Summer Picnic
• 7:25 – 8:30 p.m. SPEAKER PROGRAM
• “Chelonian Captive Health Issues”
Dr. Jeff Rhody of the Lakeside Veterinary Hospital in Laurel, MD, will speak on the common
health problems of captive turtles and tortoises. Learn how to better manage housing
conditions, feeding, and parasites to help prevent many common illnesses.

Place: Benjamin Banneker Historical Park & Museum located in Oella, Maryland. The old mill town of
Oella is nestled between Catonsville and Ellicott City in western Baltimore County.
The museum is located on 142 acres of stream valley woodland. The park is dedicated to the conservation of wildlife habitat and the preservation of the natural history of the land. This historic park features
panoramic nature trails, archaeological sites and living history areas, which recreate the colonial farm
and life of the Banneker family who purchased the land in 1734. The Museum includes wonderful facilities for social gatherings and meetings.
Questions? Please call Ray Bosmans (410-531-2370).
From Baltimore... take I-695 to exit 15 Route
40 and go west towards Ellicott City; go 1 mile;
turn left at the traffic light onto Rolling Road; at
second traffic light turn right onto Old Frederick
Road; go 1.3 miles and turn right onto Oella
Avenue (Banneker sign on corner); go 0.2 mile
to park entrance on the left.
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From Washington DC... take I-95 north
towards Baltimore; take exit 49 on the left to
I-695 towards Towson; follow Baltimore
instructions.
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Highlights of the March 2008
Meeting
By Diana Spendelow and Lisa Alapick, MATTS Editor

The March 8 MATTS general meeting had some exciting
announcements and one big surprise. Ray Bosmans, MATTS
President, first welcomed two new members, Sue and Daniel,
plus a guest. Also, Ray announced that MATTS now has a
new webmaster, Dave Solomon. Dave has many ideas to
update the MATTS website.

The big surprise was MATTS movie night. The planned
speaker was unable to make the meeting so MATTS
member Keith Kelley kindly provided a DVD entitled,
The Chances of the World Changing. As Keith commented,
"It's about Richard Ogust's commitment to saving turtles
facing extinction from the exploitation in the Asian food
markets. He talked at one of our meetings a few years
ago about the Tewksbury Institute. I've watched the
DVD about five times and I'm still riveted to the story
line."
Before the movie started, Ray had several more announcements. The Conservation Committee, headed by
Alex Siess, has several projects coming up, including the
Bog Turtle Project and the Greenbriar State Park Box
Turtle Project. Ray also mentioned MATTS’ participation
in local pet expos and reptile shows. The MATTS newsletter and Yahoo group will keep members informed
about upcoming dates. Volunteers are always needed to
man tables and represent MATTS.
Ray also praised Lisa Alapick and JoEllen Friedenberg for
the quality of Terrapin Tales, and he also mentioned the
availability of a CD containing the first 10 years of issues.
At $10 each, it’s quite a bargain. JoEllen spent a lot of
time scanning a decade’s worth of newsletters to assemble this historical CD.
Another important announcement was the revised Maryland snapping turtle regulations. MATTS is cooperating
with the Maryland DNR in revising regulations and how
this will affect pet owners. Ray reminded everyone of the
March 31st deadline for obtaining the Maryland DNR
permit (at $25) and the possible grandfathering of turtles
obtained without documentation. Call or email Katrina
Smith, who knows regulations best, or visit the DNR
website for info. An article in this newsletter by Katrina
clarifies the DNR regulations.
Ray mentioned that MATTS is trying to raise money to
fund various club projects.
Katrina Smith, Adoptions Coordinator, provided an update on turtle adoptions. There are always many red-eared
4

An award-winning feature of one man’s commitment to saving
endangered turtles was well received by MATTS members who
understood his plight all too well.

sliders available, so anyone with a fenced-in pond can
adopt them. Several turtles on display at the meeting
were available for adoption.
Alex Siess, Conservation Committee chairperson, mentioned bog turtle field work scheduled for next Sunday.
See her about volunteering to help out. You may be able
to do some radio telemetry work as well.
Ray resumed announcements and mentioned the availability of new MATTS fliers. He encouraged members to
take some to pass out at pet stores, vet offices, animal
events, or to individuals. Ray also clarified why Maryland
DNR is revising reptile regulations; it is to stop the export to Asian food markets. Finally, he introduced the
film being shown at tonight's meeting, thanked Keith
Kelley for making it available, and thanked the Banneker
Museum for the use of their large screen TV. The Chances
of the World Changing film was then shown to an appreciative MATTS audience.
JUNE 2008
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June 2008 Adoptions Report
By Katrina Smith, Director-at-Large, Adoptions and
Rescue Program Coordinator, Yahoo Group Moderator

For some people, spring starts with the vernal equinox on
March 20th, that day when there’s equal amounts of day
and night for the first time each year. For others, it’s
opening day at Camden Yards for Oriole’s baseball. For
me, spring doesn’t really start until it’s warm enough to
ship turtles! Since not all turtles are suited to the midAtlantic climate, shipping to a warmer, more southerly
climate is a better choice for many of them. It’s very
time-consuming to prepare and pack a turtle for shipping
(it can take me up to an hour per package), but sometimes the best home is in another state. Shipping season
started last week, with eight turtles going to new homes in
California, Washington, and Georgia via DHL Express
(formerly Airborne).
Another way to get a chelonian to a new home is through
Delta Dash at the airport, as DHL is only good for chelonia under 15 pounds. It gets too dangerous for the turtle or tortoise if it gets dropped and weighs over that

“We cannot place native turtles into
PA, NY, or points north unless a
permit or other proof of legal
possession is provided.”
limit. I’m actually trying Delta Dash for the first time tomorrow, to ship a 30-pound sulcata tortoise from a home
in Montgomery County, MD, to El Paso, TX. I’ll be
meeting the current owner at the BWI airport in the early
afternoon, and “Rudy” will be in El Paso by 8 pm the
same day. I’ve been forced to try Delta Dash after all
these years, as the size of sulcata offered for adoption just
keeps getting bigger, we’re getting asked to take more of
them, and there just aren’t enough qualified homes in the
northern climates. I’m hoping to give you a full report in
the next newsletter.
The start of shipping season is quickly followed by what
I’ve come to think of as “pond season,” when indoor
turtles can go into a backyard pond. This is when adoptions really take off because sliders and other aquatics can
go into a pond, and box turtles can go into backyard enclosures, often for the first time in their lives. These
adoptions usually don’t start until mid-May, though, as
the ground usually isn’t warm enough until then, even if
the air temperatures feel pretty warm to us. We have immediate homes lined up for at least eight sliders, and if it
JUNE 2008
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This pearl river turtle is available for adoption.

would just warm up a little faster, we can get these big
girls into fenced-in ponds.
Unfortunately, spring also starts what I call the “college
season,” when high school seniors or their parents start
looking for new homes for animals that will be left behind when Junior leaves for college. One such student
recently asked MATTS to take five of his turtles. Most
university dorms and some landlords won’t allow aquariums, or at least not an aquarium big enough for a turtle.
Here’s what we currently have for adoption. Please note
that we cannot place native turtles into PA, NY, or points
north unless a permit or other proof of legal possession is
provided. All are located in the Baltimore area unless otherwise noted.
•

Female 5” Pearl River Turtle (Graptemys gibbonsi):
This is another first for the MATTS adoptions
program, as we’ve never had one of these offered
for adoption before. She has a history of mouth
infections, but she’s healthy now and has a perfect shell.

•

Male 4” Japanese Reeve’s Turtle (Chinemys reevesii): This boy needs to be the ONLY turtle in an
enclosure. Most of his tail is missing, most likely
nipped off by other turtles. As a result of the extent of the injury, a very sensitive area of his
anatomy may occasionally be exposed, leaving
him at risk of further injury by other turtles.
Otherwise, he’s healthy, beautiful, and eating
well. Reeve’s have care similar to most North
5
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•

M. FIRLEY

Red-eared sliders are very personable and make
great pets in an outdoor fenced pond.

American basking aquatics, although they might
need the water a bit more shallow and a bit
warmer, and they only get 6 inches or so in
length. He’d make a good first turtle.
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•

Male 4” Diamondback Terrapin (Malaclemys terrapin): Healthy and eating well.

•

Eastern Box Turtles (Terrapene carolina carolina):
All sizes and genders.

•

Hatchling Eastern Painted Turtle (Chrysemys picta
picta): Eating and growing at a fast pace!

•

Two 2-3” Alligator Snapping Turtles (Macrochelys
temminckii): Available for adoption outside of
Maryland. They are currently located in southern
PA. Remember, these guys get HUGE, and will
need a pond in years to come. Although they can
hibernate, they are not considered cold-hardy
turtles.

•

7” Common Snapping Turtle (Chelydra serpentina
serpentina): “Flash” needs a fenced-in backyard
pond all to herself. She was a humane confiscation by animal control, and she was kept in the
vicinity of a South American caiman. As a result,
she can’t be released as there’s a chance of cross
contamination between the two species. She’s a
typical snapper, but very smart – she lets you
know when she’s hungry!

•

Red-Eared Sliders (Trachemys scripta elegans): All
sizes available. Homes with fenced-in backyard
ponds preferred. We can’t place the babies in
Maryland, though.

•

Male Yellow-bellied Sliders (Trachemys scripta
scripta): Available in Baltimore and W. Virginia.

Two Sulcata Tortoises (Geochelone sulcata): Over
50 pounds each, near Richmond, Virginia.

Unless otherwise specified, all turtles and tortoises are
eligible for shipping to approved adopters, if the adopter
pays shipping. Shipping is typically $35-65, depending on
zip codes and the size of the turtle. Outdoor pens should
be predator proof, and outdoor ponds must be in an escape-proof area. I discourage mixing animals from different continents or drastically different natural habitat settings. Please review your state, county, and city regulations and ordinances before applying, as not all reptiles
are legal in all areas. If interested in adopting, fostering, or
transporting turtles and tortoises, please contact Katrina
Smith, P.O. Box 22321, Baltimore, MD 21203, or 301785-3390 (cell), or at matts_adoptions@hotmail.com.
For up-to-the-minute announcements on adoptions,
visit www.matts.petfinder.com
or join the MATTS Yahoo Group at
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/matts_members

JUNE 2008

Terrapin tales

Interpreting New 2008
Maryland DNR Regulations
By Katrina Smith, Director-at-Large, Adoptions and
Rescue Program Coordinator, Yahoo Group Moderator

The Maryland Department of Natural Resources (DNR)
adopted regulations in 1993 concerning the possession,
breeding, and sale of reptiles and amphibians native to
the state. Amendments to the regulations were proposed,
and they became effective on March 24, 2008. The purpose of these regulations is to protect and conserve native reptiles and amphibians while maintaining the educational and economic benefits derived from them. The
outcome of these regulations is that you need a DNR
permit if you breed, attempt to breed, sell, offer for sale,
trade, or barter any native Maryland reptile or amphibian,

“The purpose of these regulations is
to protect and conserve native reptiles and amphibians while maintaining the educational and economic benefits derived from them.”
including color mutations, regardless of where you obtained it. There is a $25.00 annual fee for this permit. The
Captive Reptile and Amphibian Permit is valid from the
date of issuance until the following December 31. Under
the terms of the permit, you must allow the DNR to enter and inspect the premises where operations permitted
by this permit occur, and you must allow the inspection
of the records that are required to be maintained. Natural
Resources Police are allowed to inspect at “any reasonable hour.”
Unless there is paperwork (sales receipt, adoption contract, breeding records accompanied by a permit) to
prove that a reptile or amphibian was not taken from the
wild in Maryland, the DNR will presume that it was taken
from the wild in Maryland.
Formerly, the breeding of turtles was not allowed. The
2008 revisions to the regulations allow the breeding of
legally obtained turtles with a permit and record keeping.
In addition, captive-bred offspring 4 inches or longer
(straight carapace length) may be given away, sold, traded,
or bartered in Maryland. Captive-bred offspring smaller
than 4 inches may be given away, sold, traded, or bartered
out of state. No sale, trading, or bartering of turtles less
than 4 inches is allowed in Maryland.
Following is a species-by-species breakdown of the regulations as they pertain to native turtles:
JUNE 2008

•

Eastern Box Turtles (Terrapene carolina carolina): One
wild-caught from Maryland allowed, unless you have
proof that they were acquired before 1993. If you
have two or more, a permit is required.

•

North American Wood Turtles (Glyptemys insculpta):
No wild-caught from Maryland allowed, unless you
have proof that they were acquired before 1993. One
is allowed without a permit. If you have two or more,
a permit is required.

•

North American Spotted Turtles (Clemmys gutatta):
No wild-caught from Maryland allowed, unless you
have proof that they were acquired before 1993. One
is allowed without a permit. If you have two or more,
a permit is required.

•

Diamondback Terrapins (Malaclemys terrapin): No
wild-caught from Maryland allowed, unless you have
proof that they were acquired before March 31st,
2008, or that they were grandfathered with DNR by
April 30, 2008. One is allowed without a permit. If
you have two or more, a permit is required.

•

Eastern (Chrysemys picta picta) and Midland Painted
Turtles (Chrysemys picta marginata): One wild-caught
of each subspecies from Maryland allowed, unless
you have proof that they were acquired before March
31, 2008, or that they were grandfathered with DNR
by April 30, 2008. If you have two or more, a permit
is required.

•

Northern Redbelly Turtles (Pseudemys rubriventris):
One wild-caught of each species from Maryland allowed, unless you have proof that they were acquired
before March 31, 2008, or that they were grandfathered with DNR by April 30, 2008. If you have
two or more, a permit is required.

•

Stinkpot, a.k.a. Common Musk (Sternotherus odoratus): One wild-caught of each species from Maryland
allowed, unless you have proof that they were acquired before March 31, 2008, or that they were
grandfathered with DNR by April 30, 2008. If you
have two or more, a permit is required.

•

Mud Turtles (Kinosternon subrubrum species): Although
the eastern mud turtle (Kinosternon subrubrum subrubrum) is the only mud turtle native to Maryland, the
DNR is regulating at the species level, not as a separate subspecies. One wild-caught from Maryland is
allowed, unless you have proof that it was acquired
before March 31, 2008, or that it was grandfathered
with DNR by April 30, 2008. If you have two or
more, a permit is required.
7
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The following turtles are listed in the
Maryland DNR Regulations

B. HEINBUCH

Eastern Box Turtles (Terrapene carolina carolina)

B. HEINBUCH

North American Wood Turtles (Glyptemys insculpta)

S. McDANIEL

B. HEINBUCH

North American Spotted Turtles (Clemmys gutatta)

J. FRIEDENBERG

Eastern Painted Turtles (Chrysemys picta picta)
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Diamondback Terrapins (Malaclemys terrapin)

THE TORTOISE RESERVE INC.

Midland Painted Turtles (Chrysemys picta marginata)
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Paperwork is now needed
to prove they were not taken from the wild

S. McDANIEL

Northern Redbelly Turtles (Pseudemys rubriventris)

M. KEEN

Stinkpot, a.k.a. Common Musk (Sternotherus odoratus)

B. HEINBUCH

Mud Turtles (Kinosternon subrubrum species)

Common Snapping Turtles (Chelydra serpentina)

B. HEINBUCH

Bog Turtles (Glyptemys muhlenbergii)

JUNE 2008

B. HEINBUCH

THE TORTOISE RESERVE INC.

Spiny Softshell Turtles (Apalone spinifera)
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It is recommended by the author that you keep a bound
journal to record any nesting attempts, any observed egglaying, and any hatchlings that are produced. Date and
sign each entry when it is made. Record when any of the
turtles are given away or sold to someone or if and when
any of them die. Keep documentation of any new turtles
that are acquired, and make sure the sources are legal
sources. (Keep sales receipts, airbills, adoption contracts,
vet records, etc.)

THE TORTOISE RESERVE INC.

Northern Map, a.k.a. Common Map (Graptemys
geographica)

•

•

Common Snapping Turtles (Chelydra serpentina):
Snapping turtles are not covered under these regulations, as they are still considered a Fisheries species.
Permanent snapping turtle regulations are in the
making and, for hobbyists, will likely follow those for
native redbellies, stinkpots, painteds, and mud turtles.
For information on snapping turtle regulations, contact the Fisheries Service at 410-260-8280 or toll-free
at 1-877-620-8DNR, ext. 8280.
Bog Turtles (Glyptemys muhlenbergii), Spiny Softshell
(Apalone spinifera), and Northern Map, a.k.a. Common Map (Graptemys geographica): These species are
considered state endangered or state threatened and
can only be held with a Scientific Collection Permit
or an Endangered Species Permit issued by DNR.
Although the eastern spiny softshell is the only softshell native to Maryland, it is regulated at the species,
not the subspecies, level.

Examples:
If you have one eastern painted, one midland painted,
one northern redbelly, one eastern box turtle, one spotted
turtle, and one wood turtle, you DO NOT need a permit.
However, you DO need proof that the spotted and wood
turtle were not taken from the wild in Maryland or proof
that they were acquired before 1993.
If you have three eastern painted turtles, you need a permit, and you must have proof that at least two of the
three did not come from the wild in Maryland after
March 31, 2008, or you must have a grandfather permit
from DNR for at least two of them.
If you have two wood turtles, you need a permit and
proof that they did not come from the wild in Maryland
or proof that they were acquired before 1993.
10

Maryland regulations state that anyone possessing a Captive Reptile and Amphibian Permit must keep a record of
any transaction involving each individual reptile and amphibian in possession. These forms must be updated immediately after every transaction occurs. These forms will
be provided to you by the Permits Coordinator of DNR’s
Wildlife and Heritage Service.
In addition to these forms, you are also required to
maintain a certificate of origin, a bill of sale, or other
documentation to prove that the individuals of any species or subspecies of reptiles and amphibians were legally
obtained. You must maintain this document for as long
as the individual remains in your possession.
A certificate of origin, bill of sale, or other documentation
must also be retained for the individuals of any species of
reptiles or amphibians that are similar in appearance to
those species or subspecies covered under the terms of
this permit.
A certificate of origin, bill of sale, or other documentation
must include:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Common name
Scientific name
Number of individuals by species
Date of transaction
Name and address of seller, including Maryland
permit number, when applicable.

A summary of these reporting forms must be returned at
the time of renewal of your Captive Reptile and Amphibian Permit/License or by January 31 following the
expiration of the permit, if the permit is not renewed.
The original forms shall be available for inspection by a
Natural Resources Police office and shall be retained for
3 years.
A complete copy of the regulations for all native reptiles
and amphibians and a printable version of the permit
application can be found at
http://www.dnr.state.md.us/wildlife/captive.asp.
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Sophie the Diamondback
Terrapin
By Victoria Mary Hollifield, DVM

Sophie, a 5-year-old diamondback terrapin (Malaclemys
terrapin) living at the local nature center, was brought in
for decreased appetite. Her weight was 450 grams. She was
kept in a 55-gallon tank of fresh water with a good filtration system, weekly water changes, appropriate heat, and
UVA/UVB lighting. She was fed a commercial pelleted
turtle diet supplemented with calcium and vitamin D3.
Upon examination, I noted that she appeared to be edematous, puffy, and swollen on her legs and around her
neck. Her chin was erythematous, or pinkish colored, and
her plastron, or lower shell, was also a little discolored.

“I recommended that Sophie be
allowed access to brackish water at
least once a week.”
There were no buoyancy problems and no evidence of
shell rot. A fecal examination was negative for parasites.
The water quality was good with a pH of 7.0, an ammonia level of 0 ppm, and no protozoa present.
I recommended that Sophie be allowed access to brackish
water at least once a week. Her caretaker agreed and felt
that this would not be too difficult to do. A month later,
Sophie had gained almost 100 grams, no longer had any
discoloration, and all the swelling was gone.
Brackish salinity can be simply created with rock salt and
a hydrometer to measure and adjust the concentration.
Wild-caught adults need to start at a concentration of
1.018, which can be lowered gradually to 1.016 and then to
1.014. Typically the 25% seawater found in brackish environments is 1.015 to 1.017.

K. WAITE

Sophie wasn’t eating much. Her chin was pinkish and
her lower shell was a little discolored.

There are disagreements among experts regarding
whether diamondback terrapin should be kept in fresh or
brackish water. It is well documented that keeping them
in 100% seawater eventually results in decreased appetite
and weight loss. Brackish water will minimize parasites
and bacterial or fungal infections, but diamondbacks kept
in brackish water still need fresh water at least weekly
when they will drink enough to last for a week. Many
hobbyists would rather not have to make brackish water
and prefer to keep the turtles in fresh water instead.
There are as many keepers reporting excellent results
keeping terripins in fresh water as there are those who
report the same results keeping them in brackish water.
Consequently, at this time, neither environment is recommended by the experts over the other. However, everyone agrees that the diamondback terrapin needs both
salt and fresh water. Sophie certainly did!
(Editor’s note: A hydrometer can be purchased at any
pet store that caters to salt water fish hobbyists.
Hydrometers are discussed in more detail at
www.chelonia.org/Articles/Malaclemyscare.htm.)

Victoria Mary Hollifield, DVM, is the owner and
senior veterinarian at Best Friends Veterinary
Hospital. Dr. Hollifield has over 15 years of experience in herp medicine and keeps three of her
own turtles in the hospital. She can be reached at
Best Friends Veterinary Hospital, 7600 Lindbergh
Drive, Suite H, Gaithersburg, MD 20879.
The phone number is (301) 977-1881 and
the website is www.bestfriendsvethosp.com.

JUNE 2008

11

Terrapin tales

What To Do If You Find An
Injured Turtle
By Kimberlee Mulliken, Age 12

As spring is upon us, you may see more turtles on the
roads. If you find a turtle on the road as you are driving,
carefully stop your vehicle, make sure there are no cars
coming, then pick it up and move it to a safe spot. Be
careful because it could be a snapping turtle!
The first thing you should do if you find an injured turtle
in the wild is to put it in a container in a quiet place.
Never pick up a turtle by its tail because you could injure
its spine. Then you should find a vet or someone very
experienced in taking care of turtles. I wouldn’t put the
turtle with any other pet you might have. If you take the
turtle to the vet make sure the container that it is in is
covered, and do not transport the turtle in water. You
could stress out the poor thing or injure it even more!
Make sure you remember where you found the turtle so
you can return it to the same place after it has healed.
If you find an injured turtle, do not try to make it feel
better by putting medicine or ointment on the injury unless a vet tells you to. Just try to keep it clean. I also think
that you shouldn’t let the turtle outside of your house.

S. McDANIEL

You should always release the turtle where you found
it after it has healed.

You shouldn’t put the poor turtle in any water; it might
not be able to swim if injured. If you find a healthy turtle,
please don’t take it home with you. It is most likely okay
where it lives right now. Also, I wouldn’t pet the turtle. It
could get scared and bite you! That wouldn’t feel very
good. I love turtles and I bet you do too, so please try to
help them if you find a hurt one!

President’s Message (cont’d)
DNR Activities
This year, there are a lot of turtle-related activities and
regulation improvements sponsored by the DNR that
should offer greater protection to Maryland’s native turtles. The new regulations, which your MATTS Board
supports, will protect several previously unregulated species from harvesting for the food market with the exception of snappers, which will now be a regulated harvest.
(In the past, it was harvest-all-you-can-catch.) DNR included MATTS members to serve on an advisory group
of 27 herpetology stakeholders in the state; this group will
identify priority issues facing reptiles and amphibians in
Maryland. The initial list of concerns includes:
•

Preserving and restoring habitat

•

Developing a herp atlas for Maryland

•

Addressing the mid-size predation of herps

•

Addressing public apathy towards herps
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•

Discussing habitat connectivity, conservation legislation, and tax benefits for landowners who preserve or
create habitat.

This larger group of 27 will be broken down into several
subcommittees to address the issue of its choice. I feel
very encouraged that, together with a team of experts and
agencies like DNR, we can do some really good things to
help conserve and improve the status of wild reptiles and
amphibians in Maryland.

June Meeting
Please plan to attend this meeting, which should be very
helpful to anyone who has ever kept turtles and tortoises.
Dr. Jeff Rhody, a reptile specialist from the Lakeside Veterinary Hospital in Laurel, will speak about the most
commonly occurring ailments of captive chelonians.
Bring yourself and your questions. We can all learn from
Dr. Rhody and from each other’s experiences. I look
forward to seeing you June 7th.
JUNE 2008
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land. Trust me on this, I’ve done that a few times too. He
has a gift for making you see things you’ve never seen
before. He introduces you to eccentric folk you’d never
get to meet otherwise. And he can make you see something new about a place you’ve seen a thousand times
before. Do yourself a big favor and take a Chance or two
every day. It’ll change the way you see things, and you’ll
never look back.”
With an underlying theme stressing the importance of
man’s relationship to his surrounding environment,
Chance’s book is the natural way to get back into the
spring of things this season.
Chance is available for environmentally-themed appearances, nature talks, and book signings accompanied by an
assortment of snakes, turtles, fossils, and Native American tools.

Earthline: A 30-year anthology

For more information or to buy this book, contact
Bob Chance at (410) 457-4766,
email him at chancetreefarm@aol.com,
or visit www.greenbychance.com.

Bob Chance, 2008, Earthline: A 30-Year Anthology,
Coachwhip Publications, 180 pp, paperback $25

Celebrate spring with Bob Chance’s newly published
Earthline: A 30-Year Anthology. This anthology contains
three decades of notes and observations from a teacher,
town commissioner, cancer survivor, and friend to the
people, plants, and animals of Harford County, MD.
Bob Chance, the region’s recognized authority on ecology, natural history and – yes – even Bigfoot, presents an
entertaining and informative look at his local experiences
and international journeys in his newly published Earthline: A 30-Year Anthology. Chance has been penning his
local nature column in Harford County since 1972, and
for the first time, nearly 100 of those columns spanning
more than 30 years have been reprinted and reorganized
into this 180-page book.
Earthline: A 30-Year Anthology is a captivating journey
through the collected field experiences of naturalistauthor Chance, a man who has dedicated his life to preservation and appreciation of the natural world. Whether
he’s studying the outdoor terrain of Harford County,
MD, marveling over creatures great and small, or exploring distant exotic lands, Chance presents his thoughts and
observations with an informed, passionate voice that calls
for ecological conservation through awareness, education,
and understanding.
Says Matt Lake, author of Weird Maryland and Weird Pennsylvania, “Bob Chance’s writing is just like taking a ride or
a hike with him through the byways of northern MaryJUNE 2008

Turtles of the Southeast
Kurt Buhlmann, Tracey Tuberville, and Whit Gibbons,
2008, Turtles of the Southeast, a Wormsloe Foundation Nature Book, University of Georgia Press, 264 pp,
415 color photos and 39 maps, paperback $22.95

Seventy-five percent of the turtle species in the United
States can be found in the Southeast. In fact, the region is
second only to parts of Asia in its number of native turtles. Filled with more than 400 color photographs and
written with a special focus on conservation, this guide
13
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covers 45 species of this non-threatening, ancient lineage
of long-lived reptiles.
Heavily illustrated, fact-filled descriptions of each species
and its habitat comprise the heart of the book. Species
accounts cover such information as descriptions of adults
and hatchlings; key identifiers including size, distinctive
characters, and markings; land, river, pond, and wetland
habitats; behaviors and activities; food and diet; reproduction; predators and defense; and conservation issues.
Also included is a wealth of general information about
the importance of turtle conservation and the biology,
diversity, and life history of turtles. Discussed are distinguishing turtle characteristics; differences among turtles,
tortoises, and terrapins; shell structure and architecture;
reproduction and longevity; turtle predators and defense
mechanisms; and turtle activities such as basking, hibernation, aestivation, and seasonal movement. Useful information about the interactions of humans and turtles is
also covered, including species that are likely to be commonly encountered, keeping turtles as pets, and more.
Clearly written, cleanly designed, and fun to use, the guide

will promote a better understanding of the habitat needs
of, and environmental challenges to, this fascinating
group of animals.
Features:
•

In-depth descriptions of the 42 native species

•

Conservation-oriented approach

•

Over 400 color photos, including differences in the
appearance of young and mature turtles

•

Nearly 40 distribution maps

•

“Did You Know?” sidebars of interesting turtle facts

•

Size charts; key identifiers; and information about
habitat, behavior and activity, food and feeding, reproduction, predators and defense, and conservation.

Kurt Buhlmann is a research scientist at the University of
Georgia's Savannah River Ecology Laboratory (SREL).
Tracey Tuberville is a research coordinator at SREL.
Whit Gibbons is a professor of ecology at the University
of Georgia and Senior Research Ecologist at SREL. He is
co-author of Snakes of the Southeast.

Myrtle the Wonder Turtle
By Lisa Alapick

Myrtle is a seemingly ordinary red-eared slider named for
Myrtle Beach. She came to Sherri Alapick’s 5th-grade
classroom as a foster turtle when she was the size of a
half dollar. (Disclosure: Sherri is the author’s sister.)
During her first Christmas break, Myrtle went to Sherri’s
home to visit and never left. Sherri and her husband, Ken
Eissner, decided to adopt Myrtle, and she enjoyed various
sizes of tanks as she grew over the last 4 years.
Myrtle enjoyed swimming, basking, and feeding just like
all red-ears, but Myrtle had one secret ambition: to go
upstairs. During tank cleaning, Myrtle was allowed the
run of the house, and she has been found climbing the
stairs to the second floor.
She may finally earn her keep as a member of the Cirque
du Soleil, but for now, Myrtle is honing her act. She can
go up the stairs, but time will tell if she can make it back
down them.
Either way, for Sherri and Ken, Myrtle the Wonder Turtle
is a wonderful turtle. The pictures here show Myrtle in
action. Go Myrtle!
14
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Myrtle enjoys climbing stairs while her tank is being
cleaned

JUNE 2008
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The Making of a Dream Pond
By JoEllen Friedenberg

Ponds and turtles started for our family 11 years ago
when we moved to Maryland from New York. We were
negotiating for a new deck for our house, and the
clincher was the small pond thrown in for free. It was my
mother-in-law that gave us our first authentic “pond”
turtles, bought from a pet store in Long Island. Watermelon has since run away, but Greenbean is still with us.
He’s enjoyed our progression of ponds, each one becoming more and more turtle friendly.

on with underwater caverns for hiding and hibernating in
the winter. The stones in the front of the pond overhang
to keep the turtles from climbing out, and the fence on
the sides, made of tempered glass, is almost invisible except for the wooden posts. Down a hill in the back, the
fence is no-see-through to keep the turtles from becom-

“ The hardest part for me when
we moved to Virginia was leaving
my ponds.”

J. FRIEDENBERG

I had my dream pond in Maryland (turtle-side shown).

Subsequently, I became hooked. Water gardening for me
is now a passion. Poole’s Stone and Gardens designed
and built our first real dream pond in Maryland. It was
actually two ponds flanking opposite sides of a stone terrace, giving the illusion that one flowed into the other.
One side was for turtles; the other for plants and fish. It
was very beautiful.
The hardest part for me when we moved to Virginia was
leaving my ponds. I was literally sick, believing I had
made the biggest mistake of my life. We called the Pooles
hoping to again get what we had in Maryland. It started
with a wish list and progressed into a project much bigger
than anything we could of ever imagined, the end result
being absolutely gorgeous. What we have now is the ultimate dream pond.
It is a liner pond with stones covering the bottom and
sides. There is an island in the middle with a large cherry
tree. Gentle waterfalls carry the water down and around.
There are also stacked stone islands for the turtles to bask
JUNE 2008
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What I didn’t know then was that I would have an
even better one in Virginia.

ing too frustrated. That lake is inviting but much too wild
for them (not to mention illegal).
We have 17 turtles now, including the new baby I found
in the filter a week ago. I think if there is a turtle heaven,
it would have to look something like what we have now.
It’s pretty amazing.
15
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October 2008 Speaker
Join us in October when our speaker will be Kathy
Michell, who is affiliated with the New York Center
for Turtle Rehabilitation and Conservation, Inc., in
Newburgh, NY (www.nyturtlecenter.org). Kathy previously gave a presentation on her work with wood
turtles at MATTS’ November 2000 general meeting. MATTS is excited to have her speak again this
fall. Details of her topic will follow.

A Call to Members
for Meeting Munchies
We would like to ask MATTS members to bring
either home prepared or store bought food—both
sweet and savory—to our meeting. This not only
lends a friendly, homey feel to our gatherings,
but also helps with our expenses, making it possible to use funds for other causes.

Models Wanted!!

MATTS Terrapin Tales CD
Great news! The sold-out MATTS Terrapin Tales CD
has been reissued. Come to the June meeting to
buy this bestseller containing over a decade of
newsletters, including this one. See how the Terrapin Tales has evolved, and enjoy all topics turtle
related. The CD is only $10, and all proceeds benefit MATTS. This CD makes a great gift for your family, friends, and turtles. Celebrate MATTS history,
and buy this CD!
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Does your turtle or tortoise
like to ham it up?
Then send the Terrapin Tales pictures of your hardshelled, stumpy-legged beauties! Whether basking,
eating, sleeping, or reflecting on life, your turtle’s
picture can grace the pages of our newsletter.
Show us your friends at work or play. Send your
pictures to our MATTS Layout/Production gal,
JoEllen Friedenberg, at JoEllenFr@Hotmail.com.
Your turtle might be the next star!

JUNE 2008
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New Members
Welcome to the following members who
have joined MATTS since March 2008.
•

Jon Browning, Maryland

•

John & Donna Freeberger, Maryland

•

Sam Hogan, Maryland

•

Daniel Illari, Maryland

•

Devra Kitterman, Maryland

•

Natalie Primak, Maryland

Editor’s Note:
Use Of Original Material
Submitted For Terrapin Tales
We encourage contributions of original material
from both MATTS members and non-members
alike. We ask that contributors agree to the following policy as a condition of our accepting their
original material for publication.


Original material submitted for Terrapin
Tales will not also be submitted to any
other publication unless the title and the
content are substantially different.



Original articles published in Terrapin Tales
may be reprinted in other publications by
obtaining permission from the Editor and
by including a statement indicating that it
was “reprinted with permission.”

Please contact the Editor at:
MATTS Newsletter Editor
P.O Box 22321
Baltimore, MD 21203-4321
Email: tes2do@yahoo.com

Articles large and small are welcome!
Deadline for the October newsletter
is August 16th.
JUNE 2008

Displaying Turtles and
Tortoises at
MATTS Meetings

MATTS members are invited to bring healthy individuals from their chelonian collections to the upcoming general meeting for an informal “Show ‘n
Shell.”
Guidelines are as follows: 1) no turtles under 4
inches may be displayed, due to Maryland DNR
regulations; 2) provide escape-proof enclosures to
transport and display your animal(s) that are appropriate for the particular species that you bring;
3) do not mix species or animals of very different
sizes in a single enclosure; 4) label your enclosure
with the specimen’s’ common or scientific name,
age, and sex for the benefit of viewers. If you know
the species geographic distribution or habitat type,
feel free to write up note on that as well; 5) be
prepared to briefly tell something about your chelonian, as well as answer questions you may be
asked (if time permits). Electrical outlets will be
available for any lighting and heating fixtures you
may wish to bring, and germicidal hand cleaner will
be provided.
Keep the weather in mind when packing your animals up for the trip to Banneker. Be sure they are
properly insulated against exposure to a sudden
change in temperature. Don’t transport aquatic turtles in water where they can get jostled around.
Never transport two animals in the same container
where they can contact each other. Injuries may
result. If you have questions on how to pack a turtle or tortoise for transport, please feel free to
contact Katrina Smith.
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It’s Happening Again…
The MATTS Annual Summer Picnic

Date: Sunday, August 24 - Time: 4:00 pm until dark
Rain Date: Sunday, August 31
Address: 20373 Woodtrail Road, Round Hill, VA, 20141, Phone: 540-554-2478
The 2008 Annual Summer Picnic will be at the home
of JoEllen and Bob Friedenberg. Please come and
join us for an afternoon and evening of good food,
good friends, and the chance to meet many wonderful turtles in a beautiful mountain setting. There’s
land to walk, a lake to fish, and a pool to swim in. It’s
well worth the trip!
MATTS will provide grilled hamburgers, hot dogs,
and veggie burgers. Everyone, please bring a beverage
to share such as sodas, beer, wine, or juice. To help
cover all the food needed, please bring the following
items based on your last name:
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A-G bring a salad
H-O bring an appetizer
P-Z bring a dessert
If you are known for a specialty that you would like
to make, please ignore the list above and bring it.
RSVPs are appreciated so we'll know how much food
to purchase. A postcard will be mailed to MATTS
members later this summer as a reminder.

JUNE 2008
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Upcoming MATTS Meeting Dates
2008: June 7, October 11
(Meetings are on Saturdays, 6:00-8:30 pm)
Program details will be announced prior to each meeting
in Terrapin Tales and on the MATTS website.

You can join or renew your membership using the form below

Mid-Atlantic Turtle & Tortoise Society, Inc.
New and Renewal
Membership Application
Please indicate which membership level you prefer.
Family memberships should include the names of all family members.
Name(s):
Address:
City, State, Zip
or Postal Code:
Phone Number:

Home:

Work:

Email address:
(Used only for communications by the Board and never distributed to other parties.)
New/Renew:

Membership Level:

 New

 Renewal

 Individual ($25 per year)
 Family ($40 per year)
 Organizational (non-profit) ($40 per year)
Tax-deductible contributions are welcome in any amount.

Please make check or money order (no cash please!) payable to
Mid-Atlantic Turtle & Tortoise Society, Inc.
Mail to:

JUNE 2008

MATTS Membership
P.O.Box 22321
Baltimore, MD 21203
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Mid-Atlantic Turtle & Tortoise Society, Inc.
P.O. Box 22321
Baltimore, MD 21203-4321
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PUT
STAMP
HERE
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